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The Jewish Community Relations Council of Colo-
rado is holding their 2014 Luncheon Celebration on 
April 8, 2014 at the Grand Hyatt in Denver.  This 
year they will be honoring Joan Nagel with their 
2014 Volunteer Recognition Award.  Joan is a long-
standing member of PFLAG Boulder and we con-
gratulate her on her award and her well-deserved 
recognition. For more information about the event, 
visit http://www.jewishcolorado.org/our-work/our-events/jcrc-luncheon/.  

Dr. Robert Minor is the featured speaker at a 
weekend of events focused on helping people of 
faith become better allies to the LGBT commu-
nity and encouraging those LGBT persons who 
yearn for a spiritual home where they will be 
fully accepted just as they are.  On Sunday after-
noon, he will lead a discussion of Where Do We 
Go From Here essentially summarizing the week-
end’s various workshops and discussions.  You 
do not have to attend the weekend’s events to 
be a part of this final program. 
 
Bob Minor is well known in PFLAG circles for his 
presentations at National PFLAG Conventions as well as at Regional PFLAG 
Conferences across the country.  His energetic personality, straight talk 
about rampant heterosexuality in society, and his dynamic and articulate 
presentations are both engaging and inspiring.   We can be glad that he re-
cently retired as Professor of Religious Studies at the University of Kansas so 
he can spend more time traveling the country and sharing his knowledge 
and insights.  
 
Note on Longmont Location: Please join us to hear Dr. Bob Minor on April 
6th at 3 p.m. at the First United Methodist Church, 350 11th Ave., Longmont.  

PFLAG BOULDER COUNTY 

April 2014 
Parents, Families and Friends of Lesbians and Gays 

PFLAG Program: Holding Back, Standing 

Together, Moving Forward. 
Where do we Go from Here? 

Sunday, April 6th, 3pm  

Meetings 

First United Methodist Church 

1421 Spruce Street, Boulder 

303-444-8164 
 

Cairn Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ) 

1700 Stonehenge Dr, Lafayette 

303-442-1861 

 

El Comite 

455 Kimbark, Longmont 

303-651-6125 
 

2pm - Support &  

Advocacy Groups Meet 
 

3pm - Program 
 

At  2pm a support group, espe-
cially intended for newcomers 
and others dealing with personal 
LGBT-related issues, meets in the 
library as long as needed.  Confi-
dentiality is promised. 
 
The public is always welcome to 
the main program at 3pm. on the 
2nd Sunday of each month. 
 
Our location rotates between the 
three above locations - see our 
program schedule for more info. 

Contact info@pflagboulder.org 

with questions, concerns, or re-

quests for support to get a per-

sonal response. 

April 6th  

     PFLAG Program: 

        Holding Back, Standing 

        Together, Moving Forward 

Words to Remember: ά{ƻŎƛŀƭ Ŝǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ōŀǎƛǎ ƻŦ ƘǳƳŀƴ ƘŀǇǇƛƴŜǎǎΦέ bŜƭǎƻƴ aŀƴŘŜƭƭŀ 

Jewish Relation Community to Honor Joan Nagel 

http://www.jewishcolorado.org/our-work/our-events/jcrc-luncheon/
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The thoughts/opinions expressed herein are those of the author and do not represent the position of 
the PFLAG organization.  Full article published on my blog: www.biblebelttoboulder.com 

As many know, Fred Phelps passed away recently.  He was the infamous leader of the Westboro Baptist Church 
known for picketing funerals of Matthew Shepard and U.S. soldiers, as well as concerts and various other venues, 
with signs such as “God Hates Fags” and “Thank God for Dead Soldiers.” Surprisingly, at least to me, there are 
some within the LGBT community who consider Mr. Phelps beneficial.  “Fred was a net positive for the LGBT 
community,” said Truth Wins Out Executive Director Wayne Besen. “The organized Religious Right … would spend 
big money to concoct elaborate schemes that tried to make raw hate appear to be love. Then Fred would come 
along and foil their careful plans with a ‘God Hates Fags sign.’” 

I can see Mr. Besen’s point, though I’m not sure I can go so far as to see Mr. Phelps’ as helpful.  However, with 
the recent ‘license to discriminate’ bills being considered by several states in which legislatures ponder allowing 
businesses to refuse service to gay customers all in the name of “protecting religious freedom,” there is some-
thing almost refreshing about someone approaching with the “God Hates Fags” sign.   

At his passing though, I’d prefer to concentrate on a truly positive thing surrounding Mr. Phelps’ actions. One of 
the most immediate responses to the protests was people showing up to form human shields between the pro-
testers and the funerals.  As far as I know, those forming the human shields didn’t usually know the families they 
were protecting and it’s likely some of them didn’t even support gay rights.  But strangers came together because 
they recognized a wrong and stepped in to stop it. As history has repeatedly shown us and what I occasionally 
hold on to with a white-knuckled grip, whenever individuals show us the absolute worst in humanity, other peo-
ple respond by showing us the absolute best.  In that way, Mr. Phelps’ protests often worked to restore my faith. 

I hope when Mr. Phelps’ funeral arrives no-one pickets or protests, tempting as it may be.  Years from now, he 
will be merely a footnote in the history books representing religious fanaticism. For many who are followers of 
Jesus, Phelps' extreme beliefs are the antithesis of the unconditional love of the outcast Jesus practiced. Maybe 
Phelps' life as a  whole is nothing more than a lesson about hubris, the pride in being right that can blind us to 
everything else, including people.  If that is the only thing that can be said of one’s life, then it was a wasted one 
indeed.   

Reacting well to hate requires not only an immense 
amount of compassion, it takes courage and an affirmative 
decision to not turn a blind eye.  It takes showing up, as 
people repeatedly did in forming human shields.  Seeing 
the worst of humanity is your opportunity to display the 
best. Remembering this, we will find that even in the dark-
est of moments, there are always beacons of light and 
hope - you can be one of them. If we can do that, then this 
is not a time of remembering terrible things Mr. Phelps said 
or did, it's a time of celebrating that even in the depths 
of hate, love can bear fruit. 

Reflecting on the Passing of Fred Phelps 
By Jenny Martin  

For additional details, please visit The 
Center’s website: 
 www.glbtcolorado.org 
Or call 303-733-7743.   

Transgender Job Fair 
Saturday, April 19th, 12pm -  3pm  

http://www.glbtcolorado.org
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"Once a scientific truth emerges from a consensus of experiments and observations... it is no longer 
subject to your opinion.   It's true whether you believe it or not."  
Neil deGrass Tyson on The Colbert Show  3/10/14 

 
A little girl*!! My husband and I so wanted this girl. We had a son, all our siblings had sons, so when we prepared 
to adopt our second child we wanted a girl.   All her aunts bought her the cutest of girlie clothes, and I loved to 
dress her in them. But as soon as our daughter was 3 and could tell us what she preferred, she wore her brother’s 
hand me downs, boys boxers and bathing suit.  She hated wearing dresses. She even asked me one day “When do 
I grow up to be a boy, Mom?” 
 
Much to my surprise during a routine follow-up at the end of my 6 year-old child’s therapy appointment, which 
she attended to deal with attachment issues, the therapist mentioned that she suspected that my child was 
transgender. We did not treat our daughter any differently after the mention of this from the therapist but began 
to educate ourselves. 
 
A few months later, I was in the kitchen when my child marched in and declared she had something to tell me. 
With all ears I listened. “I would like to be a boy,” he declared. “Not just dress as one, but really be one.” (During 
this past year of first grade, he had encouraged all his best buddies to pick a new name so he could try out being 
called “Ryan”.)   Because my husband and I had read and discussed enough to understand where our child was 
coming from, I was able to look him in the eye and tell him that this was fine. We could find a new name and 
make the transition. I hugged him and held him, but as a parent, what I really wanted to do was cry (which I did 
privately often) and tell him how difficult this would be; how I would always worry about him being socially ac-
cepted…..but of course, this was not something I shared with my 7 year old. 
 
Our family and others like ours have been accused of encouraging our child’s transgender identity.  Some believe 
that therapists are pressuring families to socially transition their child.  Why would a parent choose such a diffi-
cult path?  Not just for that child, but for the whole family. Transitioning our child resulted in  difficult decisions, 
awkward conversations with parents on a little league field,  challenging explanations to our child’s older sibling, 
helping him face his 10 year-old friends with this news. Life was pretty rough for a while, for all of us. We even 
had our older son go to therapy to understand how to vent his frustration and anger and eventually learn to ac-
cept his brother’s transition.   We face strife often….each time we travel or walk into a doctor’s office, we worry 
they will call him the wrong name.  My husband and I have spent considerable time and energy learning about 
medications and hormone treatments. It stresses out our marriage and our finances!  We have both had to have 
considerable talks with our family members to help them understand. It is a huge burden and some days I want 
to cry and say “It isn’t fair!!! Why me! Why do I have to deal with this!!?” 
 
Since my son’s transition he has been much happier and much more confident in himself. We have also learned 
the alternative to not letting our child transition can be devastating and even fatal.  In the end, we love our child 
and want him to be happy.   If transition means he will be able to live a happy, fulfilled life, why wouldn’t we per-
mit him a life- saving transition?   For now, this means he will live in the world as a boy with his chosen 
name.    All of his options are still open to him.   We will support him and allow the use of hormone blockers to 
prolong the time until a more permanent decision has to be made.   Our child will know there are options, and 
we will continue to talk openly and work through any issues 
that come up.   In the end, if he chooses to be a boy, we will 
love him the same as the girl we adopted.  
  
*For clarity, I am using the female identity and pronouns up 

until the point where my child transitioned to male.   

The Voices of TYES 
By Hallie, a TYES Mom  

TYES - A Support Organization for 

Families with Gender Variant Children 
Meets, 2pm on second Sundays 

Same Locations as PFLAG Meetings 
E-mail: TYES.group@gmail.com 
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Federal district courts in Utah and Oklahoma have ruled the same-sex marriage ban in each respective state un-
constitutional.  Those rulings have both been appealed to the Tenth Circuit, which also has jurisdiction over New 
Mexico, Kansas, Wyoming and Colorado. 
 
PFLAG National filed an amicus brief with the Tenth Circuit in each case (they also filed a similar brief with the 
U.S. Supreme Court last year in the Prop. 8 case).  PFLAG’s approach is to tell stories of inequality not just from 
the perspective of the lesbians and gays affected but from their parents, families and friends. Because our thir-
teen-year-old daughter falls into the category of ‘family of lesbians and gays,’ PFLAG National contacted her to 
see if she would like to share her perspective. She submitted her story and the following was included in the 
amicus brief. 

 
άhƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴȅ ōŜǎǘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƛǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎΦ aȅ ōŜǎǘ 
friend and I make lists of people to invite to the wedding. We also talk about who 
the ōǊƛŘŜǎƳŀƛŘǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜΦ .ǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘŀƭƪ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ where or when the wedding will 
take place. That is because I have two moms, and right now they are not allowed to get married 
in Oklahoma, the state where I was born and grew up, or in Colorado, the state I moved to two 
years ago. 
 
L ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛǘΩǎ ǳƴŦŀƛǊ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦ L Ŏŀƴ ǎŜŜ that they love each other just like 
my grandparents love each other and just like the straight parents of my friends. I see them hug-
ging each other. I see their togetherness ς the way they treat each other with respect, the way 
they work together as a team. 
 
We are a true family. My two moms are great parents to me. They always tell me when they are 
proud of me. I know that I can go to them with any problem. They teach me great lessons about 
standing up for what you believe in, not giving up, but always being respectful of people who 
disagree with you. 
 
aȅ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƛǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŘŜǎŜǊǾŜ the same rights as everyone else. 
Everyone should be able to marry the person that they love and the gender or race of 
that person should not matter. Knowing that my parents are not allowed to get married makes 
ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ believe that we are a real family. It feels lousy and hurts 
my ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ .ǳǘ LΩƭƭ ƪŜŜǇ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ Ƴȅ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ ǿŜŘŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ looking forward to the day when 
ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ ƎŜǘ ƳŀǊǊƛŜŘΦέ 
 

To read PFLAG National’s amicus brief in its entirety and read a message of appreciation from one of the plaintiffs 
in the Utah case, visit our website at www.pflagboulder.org.  

Local Teenager Contributes to Tenth Circuit Cases on Marriage Equality 

By Jenny Martin  

The Tenth Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver will be hearing oral arguments on the 
Utah marriage equality appeal on April 10 and oral arguments on the Oklahoma mar-
riage equality appeal on April 17.  Support Marriage Equality in Colorado is holding a 
marriage equality rally at the Byron White Federal Courthouse (Stout St. between 
17th St. and 18th St. in downtown Denver) on Wednesday, April 9 at 6:30 PM to urge 
the court to uphold the lower court rulings.  They'd like a large crowd, so please join 
them to support marriage equality! 

Marriage Equality Rally Before Tenth Circuit Oral Arguments 
Wednesday, April 9th at 6:30pm  

http://www.pflagboulder.org
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PFLAG Boulder County 

PO Box 19696 

Boulder ,CO 80308 

303.444.8164 

www.pflagboulder.org  

 

PFLAG Boulder meets the 2nd Sunday of 

each month at one of the three locations 

mentioned on the front page.  Program 

starts at 3pm, sharing time begins at 2pm. 

 

REMEMBER , our confidentiality pledge 

must not be broken. 

 

Newsletter is published monthly.  A sub-

scription is included with each membership 

to PFLAG.  Material related to PFLAG is 

welcome from any source.   Deadline is the 

twentieth of each month.  The editor re-

serves the right to accept, reject, or edit any 

material submitted. 

 

Membership Categories 

$25.00 Individual 

$35.00 Family 

$10.00 Student 

$10.00 Newsletter Only 

$50.00 Supporting 

$100.00+ Sustaining 

 

Membership dues are renewed on October 

1st of each year.  Send address changes and 

membership information to PFLAG, P.O. 

Box 19696, Boulder, CO 80308. 

 

Advertising 

Business card size: $15 monthly / $130 

annually. Please contact Rosemary Camp-

bell, Treasurer, rccampbell1@msn.com. 

Make out check to PFLAG Boulder, mail to 

our P. O. Box. Send camera-ready ad 

to vancejc@gmail,com 

< Please support our advertisers > 

 

OUR MISSION 
PFLAG promotes the health and well-being of 

gays, lesbian, bisexual, and transgendered per-

sons, their families and friends through: 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

PFLAG provides opportunity for dialogue about 

sexual orientation, and acts to create a 

society that is healthy and respectful of 

human diversity. 

SUPPORT, to cope with an adverse 
society; 

EDUCATION, to enlighten an ill-

informed public; and 
ADVOCACY, to end discrimination 

and to secure civil rights. 

This year, PFLAG Boulder awarded financial scholarships to three CU 
college students to attend Creating Change, the annual National Conference on 
LGBT Equality. One of the college students, Alyssa, submitted the following 
report sharing her experience:     

The most noticeable part of Creating Change for me was the sense of 
community that was present throughout the event. The knowledge 
that everyone in attendance came with the same goal of progressing 
social justice issues made it easy to start up a conversation with anyone 
there, something I usually would not have been able to do. Aside from 
the overall atmosphere, the actual sessions were more often eye open-
ing than not. The sessions that I attended focused on bi/pan/fluid iden-
tities, trans identities, the intersection of being both LGBTQIA identified 
and Deaf, as well as informed and sober sexual practices in our commu-
nity which put an emphasis on safety and consent, something that can 
often be a concern in a college setting. Although there were a few ses-
sions that were less inclusive than they could have been, the overall 
experience of the conference was positive and I gained much insight 
into some of the problems and politics people of several different iden-
tities face, which are often shared by the future students that will be 
attending Kaleidoscope, the student group that I help facilitate at CU 
Boulder, as well as what those identities can mean to a diverse group 
of people. 

Womenôs Chorus of Boulder Concerts 

Report from óCreating Changeô Attendee 

mailto:rccampbell1@msn.com
mailto:vancejc@gmail,.com

